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PRE-AP SPANISH 2

TEACHER: Señor Juan García


WEBSITE: spanishths.weebly.com


EMAIL: juangarcia@misdmail.org
           
TELEPHONE: (682) 314-1545
SECTION: Blocks 3 and 6



CONFERENCE BLOCK:  2 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

This course further develops the skills introduced in Spanish I. The students will be involved in an in-depth study of the spoken language, listening, reading, writing, and literature. (MISD guidelines)
It is assumed that students are familiar with the basic vocabulary and grammar rules of the language. The course will initially review those concepts and get students ready to build on them. A variety of teaching methods will be used, such as group work, presentations, computer lab activities, and special projects.
COURSE CONTENTS (2 semesters)
· Repaso: Spanish 1 review (vocabulary, grammar, and culture). 

· Chapter 1: vocabulary for traveling by plane, present tense regular and irregular, the present progressive.
· Chapter 2: vocabulary about parts of the body and daily routines, reflexive verbs, basic commands.
· Chapter 3: vocabulary about traveling by train, the preterite tense, prepositional pronouns.
· Chapter 4:  vocabulary about dining out, stem-changing verbs in present and preterite tenses, passive voice.
· Chapter 5: vocabulary about Hispanic holidays and celebrations, the imperfect tense.
· Chapter 6: vocabulary about the internet and technology, special cases of verbs in the preterite, the preterite vs. the imperfect tenses.
· Chapter 7: vocabulary about hotels, the present perfect, irregular participles, using two object pronouns together.
· Chapter 8: vocabulary about life in the city and the country, future tense, using pronouns with the infinitive and the progressive.
· The Hispanic Culture: basic aspects, customs, celebrations, main sights.
GRADING COMPONENTS

Testing/projects



40%

Listening and speaking


35%

Daily work, quizzes, and homework

25%

There will be two major tests (or projects) every six-week term. Students should expect to take a major test (or turn in a project) about every three weeks and a quiz on the weeks when there is not a test. Please refer to the course calendar document (distributed in class) for specific assignments and due dates.
Students are expected to participate actively in class. Since learning a new language is learning a difficult new skill, plenty of practice is needed both at home and in class. As can be seen in the scale, daily work together with listening and speaking in class constitute 60% of the final grade.
CLASS POLICIES

1. Tests can be retaken if requested within a week after grades have been announced. Students will receive their actual grade with the highest score being a 70. Semester tests cannot be retaken per school policy.

2. Late work will be accepted up to two class sessions late before it’s assigned a zero. However, there will be a penalty of 15 points per calendar day for work not turned in on time.
3. Students are expected to be in their seat ready to work when the class bell rings. 

CLASS RULES

1. When the teacher talks, everybody listens.

2. Speak only when prompted by the teacher. No socializing in class!

3. Respect your classmates’ space and right to learn in an orderly environment.
4. Keep ALL electronic devices turned off AND out of sight.

5. Students shall wear their IDs at all times and adhere to the dress code.
MISBEHAVIOR CONSEQUENCES

Students are strongly encouraged to help create and maintain a positive learning environment in the classroom at all times. Violation of the rules specified above will result in the following consequences, which will be enforced consistently:

· First offense: warning (“strike one”)
· Second offense: warning (“strike two”)

· Third offense: stay after class for a mini-conference with teacher

· Fourth offense: parent/guardian contacted

· Fifth offense (and subsequent): office referral

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK AND MATERIALS

The textbook for this class is Así Se Dice 2. Students will be able to access the textbook online once they download the publisher’s ConnectED app. Students will also need to download the LearnSmart and the Así Lo Digo apps for both class work and homework activities. There is another app called Cerego which is optional but highly recommended for personal review and practice of the vocabulary.
Students are allowed to check out a hard copy textbook starting on the third week of classes. Students who do so will need to bring the book to class about every month for a book check

Besides that, all students need to have available the following materials (which they may already have for other classes): black or blue pen, red pen, highlighter, one dry erase marker (“EXPO” type – any dark color), and a spiral notebook (70-page is sufficient) OR a section in a binder. On regular days we will only need a pen and the notebook. I will announce when we will use the other materials. It would be appreciated if students brought a box of tissues and/or a bottle of hand sanitizer from time to time for all students to use.
TUTORING HOURS

I am available for student tutoring on B days before school, from 6:55 to 7:20 am. Other times are possible in some cases. Tutoring is BY APPOINTMENT; students need to let me know when they would like to come so that I can make preparations.

TARDIES AND ABSENCES – MAKING UP MISSED WORK

Please refer to the Student Handbook for consequences of repeated tardies and absences. The latter will detract from the student’s performance in class and, consequently, from the final grade. Students who miss class are responsible for approaching the teacher the next day they are present to turn in their work (without a late penalty) or take a missed quiz/test. 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Students are strongly discouraged from cheating in class (for example, during testing) and from plagiarism outside of class (for example, copying material from the internet or from other sources and submitting it as their own work). Please refer to this topic in the Student Handbook for more information and consequences.
THE PRE-AP EXPECTATIONS

Students who take a Pre-AP class do so with the long-term objective to take the AP exam administered by the College Board, in order to get college credit. The exam has a high degree in difficulty and requires years of preparation, especially for students whose first language is not Spanish. Therefore, high expectations will be placed on Pre-AP students in regard to class participation, assignments, and evaluations. Students should devote time daily to review the class materials, practicing the grammar structures and memorizing the vocabulary. Students are encouraged to monitor their grades in Skyward on a weekly basis. If they feel they are struggling in class, they should also ask for help and clarification immediately. My main objective as a teacher is for every student to succeed in my class.

Here are some suggestions for students to develop their Spanish language skills:

- keep a journal in Spanish about personal experiences
- watch Spanish television (turn on the closed-captioning if necessary)

- read Spanish newspapers and/or magazines

- visit websites in Spanish (a list of websites is available in my website)

- make friends with Spanish speaking people and converse with them

- any other activity that would require reading, writing, listening and speaking Spanish!
