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Course Description

This course is an intensive study of Spanish language in preparation for the AP® Spanish Language and Culture exam. Emphasis is on advanced grammar, vocabulary, culture, and composition as well as listening comprehension and oral production. Students are encouraged to take the AP test near the end of the school year.
Course Overview

The AP Spanish Language and Culture course is a rigorous course taught exclusively in Spanish that requires students to improve their proficiency across the three modes of communication. The course focuses on the integration of authentic resources including online print, audio, and audiovisual resources; as well as traditional print resources that include literature, essays, and magazine and newspaper articles; and also a combination of visual/print resources such as charts, tables, and graphs; all with the goal of providing a diverse learning experience. Students communicate using rich, advanced vocabulary and linguistic structures as they build proficiency in all modes of communication toward the pre-advanced level. Throughout this course, students will work in the framework of the five “C”s: gain an appreciation of culture and make comparisons with their own.  It will also offer real world opportunities for communication, will provide connections with other educational disciplines, and will ultimately extend world language classroom experiences to the home, multilingual, and multicultural communities.
The course is divided into thematic units which are further based on recommended contexts and guided by essential questions. Corresponding cultural elements are integrated into the study of the units, and activities are directed with those cultural connections in mind. It is assumed that students have previously been exposed to advanced language structures in the courses leading up to the AP Spanish Language and Culture course; however, review of the mechanics is done within the contextual framework of each unit as needed.
Teaching Strategies:

Some of the methods used in class will be as follows:
1. Avalancha:
Students form two groups.  The teacher provides them with a verb to be conjugated.  One by one, a member from each group writes the correct conjugation form of the verb depending on the tense and the subject pronoun.  No group members can coach fellow group member as they individually race to complete the conjugations.  In the event that one member writes the incorrect conjugation down, the teacher yells “Avalancha” avalanche and the students from that team have to begin the process all over again.  The group that ends first, wins.  The game is then repeated with another verb and another tense.  This is a great review of grammar, verb tenses, and subject verb agreement.
2. Batallas de hablar:
Two students come to the front of the classroom.  I give them a theme, a photo, a grammar topic, etc. and they have to speak about it.  They have four minutes total to do this.  The first person tells us something related to the topic, and then the other person tells something related to the topic; then it goes back to the first person’s turn, etc.  Only one sentence is spoken per turn.  Some of the rules are that they cannot repeat what the other person has said.  Some examples of topics include the following: describe your childhood; if you were a dog, what would you do?; what did your parents want you to do when you were a child.  Sometimes the battles are verb-tense specific to review various concepts covered in this course and previous Spanish studies.  This game is a great source of review of grammar, sentence structure, language production, and interpersonal communication.    
3. Categorías en español:
Divide the students into separate groups of 3 or 4 per each group. Provide copies of a table of categories that includes the following: Nombre, Apellido, Ciudad, País, Color, Comida, Animal, Prenda de Vestir, Profesión, Verbo, Adjetivo, Algo Abstracto, Algo Concreto, Deporte Favorito, Persona Famosa, Cosa Favorita. Then give the students a letter of the alphabet—for example the letter “C”. The students have to choose two words that begin with the letter “C” for each category within one minute.  The group with the largest amount of vocabulary words that are not also listed by other groups wins the game.  This is a great review for vocabulary as well as it helps them to think quickly.   
4. Citas Veloces:
The students are divided into two sides of the classroom.  One side is where all the girls sit.  The other side the boys are standing.  The boys rotate to where the girls are sitting every 30 seconds.  Each of the students have been given a list of 3 to 5 questions to ask as they are speed dating—for example, what’s your ideal guy/girl. This is a great opportunity for the students to respond to impromptu conversations.  The next time we play this game, the students will develop their own questions to ask each other. 
5. Debates:
Debates are used especially in discussion of controversial topics.  The students are separated into a pro group and a con group.  The students have the opportunity to research and strategize before participating in the debate.  They are given time in class for discussion with their fellow group members before beginning the debate.  Usually this is anywhere between 4 to 6 minutes.  Then the students will have approximately 7 minutes to defend their points of view with additional time provided to go back and forth before presenting their closing arguments. 
6. Interpretes Peligrosos:
Students form two groups.  Then one person from each group approaches a bell located in the classroom at a central location.  A vocabulary word, sentence translation, movie title, book title, song title, famous person/artist title, group title, etc. is given to the students by the teacher.  The first one to ring in on the bell and answer correctly wins the round for their group.  The group with the most points wins the game.  This is a great review of grammar and vocabulary. 
7. Mano a Mano:
In this Face off game, the students are split up into two groups.  Each student has one student on the opposing team that they are facing off with.  The object of the game is to stump their opponent with a vocabulary word that they think that the other one does not know very well.  If this is the case, the person who gets it wrong forfeits a point to the person who stumped them.  That person’s team, in turn, receives the point.  The team with the most points wins.  Whenever there is a word that is unknown, the individual compiles a list of said vocabulary words for future studying and assessment.   
8. Notitas Rápidas:
Students individually are given 3 minutes to write about various topics, themes, questions, and/or picture(s) in Spanish.  Any and every thing that they can write about it, it is essential that they do so during the allotted time.  These are then shared with fellow classmates and/or turned in to the teacher.  
9. Pecha Kucha: 
Pecha Kucha is a Japanese method of presentation. The students are shown anywhere from 10 to 20 slides for 20 seconds each slide. Slides advance automatically and do not repeat.  While partnered up in groups of two, the students alternate speaking about each slide.  This provides a great deal of interpersonal speaking practice.  It is a great way to introduce a theme or topic as well as a great way to close out a theme or topic covered in class.
10. Piensa, Comparte y Expone: 
Think, Pair, Share allows students to come up with individual ideas related to various topics and share these with their fellow classmates.  This can be used with discussion topics, article summations, opinion based topics, and simple talk.
11. ¿Quién no sabe?:
Students form two groups. The numbers 1-40 are written on the board. We start with one side of the classroom. One student from that first group says a number. That number is erased from the board and the teacher finds the corresponding number with a designated vocabulary word assigned to it.  The teacher shows this card to the team member’s side of the room that chose the number.  The people from this team who know how to translate the vocabulary word will stand up.  The other group then picks one person who is standing up (let’s just pretend Roberto) and says “Roberto no sabe.”  If Roberto does know how to translate the vocabulary word, his team receives points for however many people stood up on his side.  If Roberto does not know the translation, then his team will lose points for however many people are standing up on his side.  The turn then now goes to the other half of the class while they get to pick a number, stand if they know it, etc. The winning team is the team with the most points at the end.  This can be used with sentence translations, vocabulary recognition, grammar concepts, etc. Some rules that must be followed: everyone for both teams has to stand up at least 3 times throughout the game.  Also it is forbidden to sit down once they have stood up.  This is a great way to review vocabulary.   
12. ¡Vamos a Pelear!:
Students get to spend time in class arguing.  The students are given various scenarios of arguments to role play.  The students will be paired off and have to fight each other individually depending on their role play assignment (waiter/customer, teacher/student, mom/dad, etc.).  They will be given five minutes to development a rough idea of what they are going to say, then two minutes to do the role play activity.  This is a great speaking and impromptu writing activity. 

Los textos y otras fuentes esenciales e importantes
· Temas: AP Spanish Language and Culture
Authors: Parthena Draggett et al.
Publisher and Date: Vista Higher Learning, 2014
Description: Provides students with review over grammar concepts as well as contains organized units around the themes of the AP Spanish Language and Culture Curriculum Framework. 
· Triángulo Aprobado 
Authors: Bárbara Gatski, John McMullan
Publisher and Date: Wayside Publishing, 2013
Description: Serves as the basis for preparation of students who are taking the AP Spanish Language and Culture Exam.
· 501 Spanish Verbs
Authors: Christopher Kendris, Ph.D., Theodore Kendris, Ph.D. 
Publisher and Date: Barron's Educational Series, Inc., 2003
Description: Summary of meanings and uses of Spanish and English verb tenses and moods. 
· Radio Naciones Unidas http://www.un.org/radio/es/
· BBC www.bbcmundo.com
· Univisión www.univision.com
· CNN in Español http://www.cnn.com/espanol
· La Nación http://www.nacion.com
· Prensaescrita.com http://www.prensaescrita.com/
· El Mundo http://elmundo.es/
· Hola Tennessee www.holatn.com 
Course Planner 
Through the incorporation of effective language use, the fusion of the interpretive, presentational, and interpersonal modes of communication, and the study of the following AP Spanish Language and Culture units, students build the necessary skills to reach the learning objectives through the expansion of their receptive, productive, and interactive Spanish abilities and skill set.  
AP themes to be covered include: 
Las identidades personales y públicas 
La belleza y la estética 
La vida contemporánea 
Las familias y las comunidades 
Los desafíos mundiales 
La ciencia y la tecnología 

Unit 1: Las identidades personales y públicas 

Conexión a otros temas: La belleza y la estética

  La vida contemporánea

Contextos Recomendados: La identidad nacional y la identidad étnica



       Las creencias personales
Preguntas esenciales:  
¿Cómo influye la sociedad en la identidad de una persona?
¿Han causado un gran impacto las leyes de inmigración  en la vida de los hispanohablantes?
¿Cuáles son las perspectivas de los hispanohablantes sobre la palabra hispana y latina?

Unit 2: La belleza y la estética

Conexión: Las identidades personales y públicas

     La ciencia y la tecnología

Contexto Recomendado: Definiciones de la belleza
Preguntas Esenciales:
¿Qué es la percepción de la belleza en la comunidad?
¿Cómo valora la sociedad la belleza externa en contrasto con la belleza interna? 
¿Cuáles son las expectaciones imposibles que la sociedad tiene en cómo definir la belleza de una persona? 

Unit 3: La vida contemporánea 
Conexión: Las ciencias y la tecnología

Contextos Recomendados: Los efectos de la tecnología en el individuo y en la sociedad
                                               El entretenimiento y la diversión 
                                               Las relaciones personales 
                                               Las tradiciones 
                                               Los valores sociales
Preguntas Esenciales:
¿Cuál impacto tienen las redes sociales en la vida cotidiana de los jóvenes?  
Explica los impactos negativos y positivos de la tecnología en las relaciones entre los jóvenes.  
¿Ha creado una sociedad mejor o peor el crecimiento de la tecnología?

Unit 4: Las familias y las comunidades 
Conexión: Las identidades personales y públicas
Contextos Recomendados: La vida contemporánea
                                                   Los desafíos mundiales
Preguntas Esenciales:
¿Cuál es la influencia de los miembros de la familia en la formación del individuo?
¿Cuáles son los papeles y las responsabilidades de las familias?
¿Cómo influye el estilo de vida moderna en las relaciones familiares?

Unit 5: Los desafíos mundiales 
Conexión: La ciencia y la tecnología
Contextos Recomendados: La población y la demografía




       Los temas del medioambiente


Preguntas Esenciales:

¿Cuál es el problema del aumento de la población en un país o en una ciudad?  
¿Cuáles son las ventajas y desventajas de vivir en una ciudad grande?  
¿Cuáles son los problemas que causa la superpoblación en relación al medioambiente?

Unit 6: La ciencia y la tecnología 

Conexión: Las identidades personales y públicas
Contexto Recomendado: Las redes sociales 
Preguntas esenciales: 
¿Cómo sería diferente la comunicación sin el Internet y las redes sociales?  
¿Es mejor nuestra vida con la integración de las redes sociales?
¿Es mejor nuestra vida con las avanzas de la tecnología?
Grading components

Testing/projects



40%

Listening and speaking


35%

Daily work, quizzes, and homework

25%

There will be two major tests (or projects) every six-week term. Students should expect to take a major test (or turn in a project) about every three weeks and a quiz on the weeks when there is not a test. Please refer to the Assignment Calendar document (distributed in class) for specific assignments and due dates.
Important policies
Punctuality and attendance are critical in the success of the AP Spanish Language and Culture student. Grades are lowered one letter grade for each day an assignment is turned in late. The following are the categories of assignments given throughout the year: Homework; Class work; Tests (assessments include integration of the modes of communication—interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational); Quizzes (announced and unannounced); Oral Assessments; Writing Portfolio (students examine different types of texts, interpret them, and then use them as models with which to write their own; the students maintain a portfolio of all their written work in the classroom in order to chart their progress); Language/Culture Log; Class Participation (based on exclusive use of Spanish); News Report; Essays (students write a variety of persuasive, expository, and/or synthesis essays using authentic listening and reading sources, such as documentaries, news reports, interviews, newspaper and magazine articles; the essays are scored using the AP scoring guidelines); and Final Exam (in AP format; those taking an AP exam and maintaining a B average are exempt from the final exam).    
Student Activities: 
Presentational & Interpersonal writing: Students write monthly in-class persuasive essays using authentic materials. Revisions are required. Using Nicenet.org, students engage in interpersonal writing via a discussion board. In class, we practice formal register, business correspondence, etc., to simulate the interpersonal tasks on the AP exam. Additionally, students keep weekly journals in which they write reflections to podcasts, articles from authentic newspapers and magazines as well as online Spanish-language video clips. 

Presentational Speaking: Students routinely will present their journal articles to the class to practice presentational skills. They also will present extended cross-cultural presentations up to 10 minutes in which they compare a cultural topic to their own community, creating a powerpoint/prezi for their class presentation.
Interpersonal Speaking
Debates are an engaging activity to get AP students to use Spanish in the classroom. Controversial topics usually spark conversation. While most of the more interesting topics will not appear on the AP exam due to their sensitive nature, students enjoy discussing issues related to world events, politics, social problems and teen culture.

To begin, students start in groups of 4 or 5 in which they discuss different facets related to a more global debate topic. After ten minutes, each group reports out to the entire class the opinions expressed in the small groups inviting others to share the ideas by agreeing, disagreeing or asking questions. Each student has two index cards with name on each of them. When a student contributes significantly to the debate, I collect a card discreetly as the conversation continues. In general, students earn an “A” on the debate for my collecting both cards, a “B” for one and a “C” for passive listening or no cards. This strategy has been effective for getting reticent students to speak. Additionally, it’s clear at the end of the debate who has in fact contributed to the debate.

Debate Topic #1


La invasión de los deportes
Grupo I
La comercialización de los deportes
· Los entrenadores no deben o no deben firmar contratos con las grandes empresas de zapatos y ropa.

· Nike y otras empresas son malas influencias porque emplean a los trabajadores de países subdesarrollados en “maquiladoras.”

Grupo II
Los juegos olímpicos
· ¿Son un lujo o son necesarios para el patriotismo?

· No es justo que los países subdesarrollados no puedan competir porque cuestan demasiado y no tienen las instalaciones como en otros países.

Grupo III
Los deportes universitarios
· ¿Bajan demasiado los estándardes académicos para los atletas?

· Los deportes femeninos merecen más atención y publicidad

Grupo IV
El fanatismo de los aficionados
· La Copa Mundial provoca demasiada rivalidad

· ¿Por qué estimamos tanto a los atletas y no a los grandes descubridores y pensadores?

Debate Topic #2
El hombre vs. la naturaleza
Grupo I
Los derechos de los animales
· Algunos piensan que es inmoral usar pieles o abrigos de visón. ¿Qué opina el grupo?

· Algunas personas que luchan a favor de los derechos de los animales lo llevan al extremo, como la organización de PETA (Personas para la protección de animales), por ejemplo.

Grupo II
¿Barbaridad o deporte?
· ¿Por qué debemos preservar la corrida de toros y las peleas de gallos?

· Hasta qué punto se debe usar animales en los laboratorios para experimentos para medicamentos y cosméticos? 

Grupo III
El vegetarianismo
· ¿Por qué se debe / no se debe comer carne?

· La caza: ¿es inhumana o es una práctica necesaria?

Grupo IV
Los peligros de la naturaleza
· ¿Qué podemos hacer para proteger las selvas y los animales que están en peligro de extinción?

· ¿Les preocuparía vivir cerca de una planta nuclear? ¿una falla geológica? ¿en una zona donde hay huracanes?

